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Hopefully by now every Willard family has received their copy of the new Willard
Directory. In order to create this directory, a lot of information was gathered and organized.
We coul dndot have done this without the ha
and Angie DelLeon. Fortunately, we now ha
be such an enormous task.
There are several businesses that purchased advertising space which made the printing of tr
directory possible. Please consider using these businesses and letting them know we appre
ate their support of Willard School.
Our next fundraising event wil/l be AGI ft
December 18, Please consider supporting Willard in the following ways:

Send in wrapping paper

Help wrap gifts on the 13

Spread the word ask friends and family to bring gifts to be wrapped
Watch for more information to be sent home, or contact Angie DelLeon
(tsangie2002@yahoo.cgrar Margaret Peskuskinipeskuski@ameritech.net
The Library Card Challenge has ended with Willard reporting 38% of students with a library
card. There was one school in the district with 100% participation! Congratulations to the
following classes, each with over 60% participation:
Mr s . UAR Grade 56£24=87%
Mr s . ST Gradé 16/25564%
Mr . Pe I"5""CGsakie 16/24=68%
Mr s . Ho § Grade h7628=61%6

The PTO is working on a special reward for those four classes.

Margaret Peskuski PTO President  Reinette Carric®TO CcPresident
jmpeskuski@ameritech.net Reinette _Carrico@yahoo.com

Willard School
370 W Spring Street
South Elgin, IL 60177
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A Note From the Principal: Shawn Schleizer

Dear Willard Families,

As the end of the calendar year approaches, we are busier than ever at \Billard.

dents will be taking the winter Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment in
December, a new staff member will be joining us in January, and teachers are working
to deliver the curriculum in rigorous, differentiated ways.

If you have not heard, our library paraprofessional Mrs. Ellen Bachman will be relocat-
ing with her husband to Arizona over winter bredkis. Bachman has served the

Willard community for 9 years and has done so in remarkable ways. Our library is in
fantastic shape, and losing her is a great [¥gs will be selecting her replacement in

the coming weeks and will find the most dynamic, qualified person for the job.

Recently we had Josh Elder, author of the Mail Order Ninja graphic novel series join
us to talk about his experiences as a writer, student, and literature jtikistories of
winning the TOKYOPOP writing contest and meeting Marvel Comics legend Stan Lee
were highly engaging and most importantly showed students the power of the

pen. Many of our students walked out of the library on that day with his book in hand,
excited about reading and writing. Arriving to school safely and on time ensures that
our students have the opportunity to enjoy author visits, special activities, and benefit
from daily instruction.

With the winter season comes special challenges for dropping off and picking up stu-
dents at Willard.As the snow is plowed, street parking is compromised and limited.

will become more difficult to drop off and pick children up along the perimeter of the
school and | ask that you use the church parking in an effort to keep the streets border-
ing Willard free of congestionl appreciate your help with the parking situation and

wish you peace and joy this holiday season.

Sincerely,

—

R- s >
Shawn Schleizer N

Willard Elementary School Principal 4 /tg D>
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The cold weather is upon us whether we like it or not. After a wonder-
ful summer, the adjustment seems more abrupt. With the cold weather
comes the common cold. | have read that the typical child gets 6 colds a year
and those children in daycare can expect to have more. Colds are caused by
viruses. Cold viruses are passed from one child to another by touching a sur-
face that another child with a cold has touched. Some viruses are passed
through the air on tiny droplets from &

The best way to prevent a cold is to wash hands frequently. It also helps
to avoid contact with those students with colds. Wearing a hat in the winter
will make a child more comfortable but it will not prevent a cold. They also
say smart people wear hats. The spread of air born droplets can be lessoned
if the child learns to cover the mouth with a sleeve. This takes practice and
frequent reminders.

Most colds last about a week. They start out with a scratchy throat, low
grade temp, cough, and a runny nose. Nasal drainage is usually clear at the
beginning but may get a little thicker as the cold is drying up.

To treat a cold it is important to encourage fluids. This helps to keep the
nose draining and avoid a decrease in body fluids caused by a runny nose
and fever. Encourage nutritious foods. Humidifiers and vaporizers can help
a child with a runny nose or scratchy throat to feel more comfortable. Ele-
vating the head of the bed with pillows or placing a towel roll under the mat-
tress can help the child to sleep better.

May you all sail through the season and avoid colds as much as possible.
| wish all of you the best in the holiday season. It is hard to believe that we
are approaching the year 2009. | am grateful for the gift of each student as
they continue to share themselves in the process of learning. This jobis a
blessing in so many ways. A web site was given to me by one of the nurses. |
am passing it on as a possible resource. www.parenting247.org

Bernadette Doerr, School Nurse
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